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EXTRACTS FROM THE APPENDIX TO THE FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF 


THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
(Continued.) . 


Extract of a letter from Alexander Tourgueneff, Secretary of the 
Russian Bible Society. 
(TRANSLATION) 

Sir, Sr. Pererssurc, 21st August, 1816. 

Permit me to express my sentiments of acknowledgment and 
satisfaction for your letter of 23d May, which you did me the ho- 
nour to address to me, and in which you communicate such inter- 
esting particulars respecting the establishment of an American Bi- 
ble Society. I make not the least doubt, Sir, but that your pro- 
jects for the propagation of the word of God will be crowned with 
full success ; and at the first session of the Committee of the Rus- 
sian Bible Society I will gladly give an account of the happy re- 
sult of your deliberations. They will undoubtedly participate, 
with me the joy excited by the intelligence of this event, and the 
hope of shortly seeing (thanks to your efforts) the divine light of 
religion penetrating the most distant. regions pf your hemisphere. 
and illuminating those who, by the impenetrable ways of Provi- 
dence, have hitherto been deprived of it. 

Sir, your most humble, 
And most obedient servant, 
ALEXANDER 'TOURGUENEFF, 
Secretary of the Russian Bible Society. 
— 

From the Secretaries of the Hamburg and Altona Bible Society, 

communicated through the hands HA the Right Rev. Willian White, 

President of the Philadelphia Bible Society. 


We have learned with great satistaction from the publications 
which have reached us, that the loud voice of the friends of the 
Bible in America has demanded and produced a union of the inter- | 
ests of all the Provincial Societies, by the establishment of a Na- 
tional Bible Society. 

We cannot better express our joy at this event, than by a request 
to be made acquainted, through the medium of your printed Re- 
ports, with the result of your endeavours to diffuse the pure word 
of God throughout the wide dominions of the States of North Ame- 
rica. 

However great the distance at which we live from each other, we 
feel ourselves associated with you in the blessed vocation of offer- 
ing those revered documents, upon which the faith of all Christians 
rests, to such of the children of men as do not possess. them,;.and 
of thereby leading them to a nearer and fruitful knowledge ,of our 
Holy Redeemer, Jesus Christ, who ‘*‘ of God is made, unto all.that 
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believe on him, wisdom, and righteousness, and-sanctification; and 
redemption.” To glorify the name of Christ, be, therefore; the aim 
of our exertions ; exertions which cannot fail to receive the appro- 
bation and blessing of God, even though but few evidences of it 
should be seen in-this life. 

We send you along with this epistle twelve copies of our Re- 
port for this year, to be distributed among your provincial Socie- 
ties; and by this act commence an intercourse and connexion with 
you, which we desire to render as extensive as we can, You will 
undoubtedly be able to make it as instructive to us, as it will be 
interesting, by the rich fund of experience which your activity will 
supply. How much will you discover favourable to the advance- 
ment of our design! and, on the other hand, how many difficulties 
will you encounter! A wise application of the former, and a care- 
ful consideration of the latter, cannot but yield valuable informa- 
tion to us who have scarcely yet begun to mature our plan of ‘ope- 
ration, 

With joyful.aspirations we look forward with you to that day 
when ‘‘ the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord: as the 
waters cover the sea :’’ when ‘there shall be one fold and one 
shepherd ;” and when all differences among Christians shall end in 
the worship of God and his anointed, in spirit and in truth, 

May. the head of his Church, the Lord Jesus Christ, who knows 
all the true members of the same, of whatever name or people they 
may be, exceeding abundantly increase their number by. smiling 
upon the labours of Bible Societies in all parts. of the world ; there- 
by marking them out and. lifting them up for a sign of the times, 
to which the nations shall look and praise him ! 

Do not misconstrue it as presumption, that we address you in our 
own language. There are among you many who were formerly 
inhabitants of Germany, and still speak German; and these will 
be our interpreters, We shall, on our, part, thankfully receive 
your answer in the English language, with which we are acquaint- 
ed, as soon asit shall be agreeable to you to honour us with the 
same. 

Please to accept the assurance of our inmost veneration, 

JOHN DANIEL RUNGE, 

J.H. MUTZENBECKER 

GILBERT VAN DER SMISSEN, 
Secretaries to the Hamburg and Altona Bible Society. 
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Letter from the Hon. Elias Boudinot, President, to the Board of 
Managers of the American Bible Society. 
BretHrRen AND FELLOW-LABOURERS 
In THE GospEL, 

Amone the innumerable blessings of this life, wherewith it hath 
pleased a gracious God to favour me, the permitting my union with 
you in those labours of love which it is to be hoped will be made 
instrumental to the raising a2 monument to his glory, which may 
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last till thé recording angel shall announce to’ an astonished universe 
that “* Ft is finished,” is one of the most déar’to my heart. 

The consoling hope was once cherished that the unspeakable 
pleasure would, in one instance at least, have’ been afforded me, 
in the fast decline of life, of meeting with you personally, to have 
testified my approbation of all your exertions if this glorious work. 
But a kind and merciful God, who knows all my deficiencies, -has 
thought if best ‘in his infinite wisdom to refuse’ this favour, in which 
dispensation of his all-wisé Providence | do most sincerely acqui- 
esce, firmly believing it will be most conducive to his own glory 
and the best interests of fhe Institution committed to our care. 

I onéé thought I had much to communicate to you, but the ex- 
treme debility of both mind and body prevents my attempting it. 
Suffer me; however, as’'a last effort, however weak and feeble, to 
say afew words before I go hence. 

It is not vanity in mé to say that Pbave laboured hard and suffer- 
ed much in this great cause, occasioned in some measure by'a ve 
ry low state of health ; yet such has been the apparent interposition 
of an overruling Providence, that my faith and hope have never 
failed, evén in the darkest ‘days ; and although there have been 
great temptations to despair of final success, yet have ‘I been so 
strengthened with the assurance-that it was a work of God, and that 
he would show his power and glory in bringing it to maturity in his 
own fimeé, and’by his own means, that I had détermineéd, in casé of 
failure in the last attempt; to commence the great business at all 
events, with the aid of a few laymen who had testified their wil- 
lingness to go all lengths with me. But no sooner had the work 
been brought to an issue, than the clouds began to disperse, and eve- 
ty oné was obliged to say in his heart, ‘* this is the work of God.” 

Thus, my beloved friends, hath God in his condescending grace 
appointed us to become his humble instruments in opening: the 
eyes of the blind ; in cheering the abodes of primeval darkness 
with the joyful sounds of redeeming love ; in fulfilling the encour- 
aging prophecy of the Angel flying through the midst of Heaven, 
having the everlasting Gospel in his hands, to preach to all nations, 
languages, tongues, and people on the earth: 

This, indeed, is an évent devoutly to be wished, and most grate- 
fully to be acknowledged. That such comparative worms of the 
dust should become féllow-workers with Christ in making the wil- 
derness to blossom as a rosé, and the nations of the earth to become 
the nations of our Lord and his Christ, is an honour in which the 
highest angels would rejoice. Is there then the least reason 
for fearing the great result? Shall any one be discouraged at the 
arduous prospect before us? By no means. Lwvok at the Disciples 
of our dearest Lord, and compare their relative situation when 
they beheld their blessed Master given up to the power of gis . 
enemies—condemned as a base malefactor—stretched on the cross, 
breathing out his precious life ina prayer in favour of his unrelent- 
ing persecutors—forsaken by all—every one fleeing to his own 
home, and one even repeatedly denying his Lord and Master, 
though forewarned of it but a few hours before ! 
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Realize their forlorn state when surrounding the risen Saviour, 
hearkening to his invaluable instructions: he is suddenly parted 
from them and carried up into Heaven, and vanishes from their 
sight. It is true they are commissioned to go forth and preach the 
Gospel to every creature ; a Gospel in all its parts and each. es- 
sential feature destructive of every religion on the face of the earth. 
This is to be preached to.a world wholly absorbed in the works of 
the flesh ; wholly inimical to the precepts’ of the meek and lowly 
Jesus : a world in absolute possession of all temporal power and 
authority. All this is to be done by twelve-poor, helpless, indigent, 
and illiterate fishermen, without power, civil or ecclesiastical, 
friends, influence, riches, or rank to aid them in calling the public 
attention to their divine Master; who, though declared to be God 
as well as man, was crucified as a malefactor, being condemned by 
the known judicatories of their country. But will it be said that 
they had the personal assurance of their Almighty Saviour, for their 
encouragement and support against all the powers of earth and hell ? 
Yes, my friends, they. had; and a blessed support it was, and 
under it they withstood and overcame.the world. And have. you 
not equal, if not superior cause of trust and hope ? Have you not 
all the promises made to them, with the advantage of their experi- 
ence and success in the fulfilment of all that he said and did beyond 
their most exaggerated expectations? Has your Saviour lost his 
power and authority, or has he not given as much confidence and 
reliance on his continual presence and Almighty arm to you, as he 
ever did to his Disciples of old ? Is he not the same yesterday, to- 
day, and for ever? 

As for my own part, I have been looking for greater opposition 
and causes of mortification than any that have yet appeared. I 
know the seducive power of the evil one, and the artful cunning of 
his devices. An opposition indeed has come from quarters whence 
we ought not to have expected it; indeed, it has been as yet too 
feeble to excite the fear or cool the zeal of God’s people. But, 
brethren, we are all too well acquainted with the cunning and sub- 
tilty of the great enemy of the Gospel, to suppose that he will thus 


‘ early give up his designs. No: but as you have put on the ar- 


mour of God, you must not put it off till you have obtained a com- 
plete, a decided victory. You must be guarded at all points. We 
be to them who shall be the cause of yourtrouble. Satan’s prin- 
cipal endeavours will be to sow divisions among you: he will at- 
tack your union, by which you destroy his strong hold, in break- 
ing down the walls of partition that have so long separated and 
wounded the Church of Christ. He will fear your apparent cordi- 
al love and esteem for each other. As long as real brotherly love 
shall continue and prevail among you, all the arts of the enemy of 
man’s happiness may-be defied. Guard well the weakest part of 
your citadel ; forget not the solemn injunction of the captain of 
your salvation; ‘* By this shall all men know that ye are my disci- 
ples, if ye love one another.” Stand on your guard ; let no argu- 
ment persuade you; let no vain alarm of danger to your interests 
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intimidate you. Greater is he who is for you than he who is a- 
gainst you. I do know, and have carefully attended to your pro- 
bable progress. You have an arduous, but a glorious work and la- 
bour of love before you: this will necessarily engage all your pow- 
ers and all your spare time; but look to the great recompense of 
reward. That you are striving for eternity, not only for your- 
selves, but for a world lying in sin, who may at the great day of 
account be found surrounding the throne of the Eternal with hal- 
lelujahs and thanksgiving, that you were the cause of their 
coming to the knowledge of the gospel. Forget not that your Lord 
and Master has all power given to him, both in Heaven and on 
earth ; that under his guardian care,—that under the banner of 
his cross, you are to go forth and complete the triumphs of re- 
deeming love. 

Once more suffer me to beseech you to promote love and har- 
mony in your Society as your strong bond of union.—God is love,— 
Love is the fulfilment of the law. Let it become a common pro- 
verb, ‘ see how these members of the American Bible Society love 
one another, though consisting of every denomination of Christians 
among us.’ Let a motto be written in letters of gold un the most 
prominent part of your hall of deliberation—‘“ By this shall all 
men know ye are my disciples, if ye love one another.” If this,-then, 
is the great characteristic mark of discipleship with Christ, who 
will refuse to wear the badge as the most desirable trait in his 
character? The second advent of the Saviour is comparatively 
near—the harbingers of his approach begin to appear. Hear the 
language of Jesus himself; ‘‘ For the Son of man shal come in 
the glory of his father, with his angels ; and then shall he reward 
every man according to his works. Hereafter ye shall see the Son 
of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds 
of Heaven with power and great glory.” St. Paul commendeth 
the Thessalonians for their faith Godward, and waiting for his Son 
from Heaven. ‘‘ For this we say unto you, by the word of the 
Lord,—If we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so (as 
certainly) them also who sleep in Jesus will God bring with him, 
for this we say unto you, by the word of the Lord, that the Lord 
himself shall descend from Heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of the Archangel, and the dead in Christ shall rise first.” I re- 
joice with you, that to accomplish this glorious end, to hasten this 
blessed event, and to become fellow-workers with God, we are 
assisting in laying the foundation for spreading the gospel through- 
out the habitable globe, that the earth may be covered with the 
knowledge of God as the waters cover the seas; when we ma 
all sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of 
our Lord. 

And now, brethren, beloved in the Lord, I commit you to the 
grace of that God who hath preserved my life to my 78th year as a 
living monument of his sparing mercy and goodness, to witness 
your zeal, activity, and perseverance in his service. May the 
broad hand of the almighty cover you; may his Holy Spirit guide. 
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direct, and influence you in all your deliberations and undertakings, 
and make you burning and shining lightsin his Israel. And when the 
great Shepherd of the sheepfold shall call in his ancient people, the 
Jews, from the four quarters of the world, may you be found among 
the number of those who shall be made kings and priests to God. 
And now, my beloved friends and brethren, suffer me to leave 
you under the pleasing expectation that we shall meet again, to 
unite in that song of everlasting praise that shall proceed from the 
trump of the Arch-angel, when he shall sound the glorious anthem 


‘of hallelujah! hallelujah! hallelujah! for the Lord God Omnipo- 


tent reigneth. Soli Deo Gloria et Honor. 
ELIAS BOUDINOT, President. 
To the Board of Managers of the Amer. Bible Society. 
Buawineton, 5th May, 1817. ~ 
+o 
Speech of William Jay, Esq. at the late annual meeting of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society. 

I rise, Sir, to offer a Resolution, in perfect harmony with that 
benign principle which unites in one common bond, the members 
of this Institution, however various their political or religious opin- 
ions. The Resolution I propose, is a vote of thanks tothe Gene- 
ral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, for their early and de- 
cided approbation of the institution of this Society. 

From the strong terms in which this approbation was declared, 
the Society may confidently anticipate additional zeal in her cause ; 
and she may indulge the expectation, that the example thus set by 
a body so large and respectable, will be followed by the ecclesias- 
tical Assemblies of the other religious denominations. And what 
object can they recommend to the patronage of their Churches, 
more worthy their regard, than the American Bible Society ? They 
who most value the ordinances of the gospel, and the blessings of 
religious instruction, will be the most anxious that the vast pro- 
‘portion of mankind, who, from heathen superstition, their only in- 
fidelity, or the peculiar circumstances of their condition, are in- 
accessible to the reproofs and persuasions of a Christian Ministry, 
should not also be deprived of the warnings and invitations of our 
Lord and his Apostles. May we not hope that the time is not far 
distant, when the numerous denominations which now constitute 
the Christian family in this country, will find in this Society a 
bond of union unknown before—a rallying point for their hitherto 
divided efforts in the service of their common Master ? 

From the ascension of the Saviour to the present time, his disci- 
ples have too generally lost that badge of their profession by which 
they were commanded to distinguish themselves from others.— 
Love one another, seems to have been a precept almost too divine, 
to be comprehended or obeyed by beings of a fallen world.— 
While all have acknowledged the obligations of charity, few in- 
deed have felt the influence of that principle, which, when time 
shall be no more—when faith shall be lost in knowledge, and hope 
in fruition, shall still dwell in the bosom of God—shall still sway 
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the affections of every spirit in heaven. Under the guise of this 
angel of light, has the arch-deceiver of mankind bound the martyr 
to the stake—armed Christians against Christians—dissolved the 
tender sympathies of domestic life, and severed the bonds of civil 
society. ‘The progressing influence of the gospel has weakened, 
but not destroyed, the delusion. Under the same guise, he is still 
dividing the followers of the Prince of Peace ; and with infernal 
art, he not only prevents them from uniting their strength to resist 
his power, but, by exciting in their breasts the unholy passions of 
envy and jealousy, he is making them his unconscious auxiliaries. 

However misrepresented or misunderstood, Christian charity is 
still the same, and to this day exhibits the same features ascribed 
to her by the great Apostle of the Gentiles—still seeking not her 
own; not easily provoked; thinking noevil. Some, it is true, 
have in all ages exemplified this principle in their lives ; but it 
was reserved for the British and Foreign Bible Society to exhibit 
it in all its heavenly lustre ; breathing Glory to God in the highest, 
and onearth, peace and good willto man. We are following the 
bright example. Pure, disinterested benevolence, unmingled with 
private views; unpolluted by political intrigues or sectarian jea- 
lousies, is the principle which actuates and governs this Society. 
To advance the glory of our Maker, and to promote the salvation 
of our fellow men, by giving them an unerring standard of faith and 
rule of practice, isour only object. As this object does not need, so it 
does not demand,the smallest sacrifice of truth, the slightest conces - 
sion ofopinion. When we enterthis Society, we neither leave, nor 
are we expected to leave behind us our distinctive religious opinions. 
Had this Society been so constituted, as to have required from her 
members any practice or admission inconsistent with the strongest 
attachment to the peculiar tenets of the Episcopal Church, of which 
I am a member, I would not now, Sir, have had the honour of ad- 
dressing you. But although our opinions continue different, our 
hearts are here united—we here learn not to call those common, 
whom God hath cleansed ; and rejoice to discover, that those views 
and sentiments which we cannot but regard as erroneous, are still 
consistent with holiness of life, and zeal for the service of God. 

It is thus, that the Society, by dispelling prejudices, promoting 
candour, and cultivating the benevolent affections, tends to prepare ~ 
the mind for the reception of those sacred truths, which it is her 
design to disseminate ; and thus she repays, and more than repays 
her members, for all their exertions in her cause. But her hallow- 
ed influence is not confined within her own limits. She is taking 
from the ruler and the subject, the rich and the poor, pledges of 
their belief in the inspired volume ; and is recording their protests 
against the slanders and falsehoods of infidelity. She aspires to 
still more exalted good—She is publishing to immortal and, ac- 
countable beings, the will of their Creator, and the means of se- 
curing their eternal felicity. This knowledge was at one time 
hid from the world; and mankind, sensible of. their want of it, 


‘sought for it in a thousand ways, as impious as they were absurd. 
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One favoured nation was, indeed, honoured with partial revela- 
tions from God. Sometimes prophets were commissioned to an- 
nounce his commands—now, his will was disclosed in the visions 
of the night—now, declared by an angel from heaven. Thanks 
be to God! No angel from heaven—no visions of the night~-no 
prophet breathing the accents of inspiration, are now required to 
teach us his perfections, and our duties One volume, bearing the 
impress of Deity, tells us our origin and destination; reveals a 
God of mercy and of justice ; discloses a Saviour for sinners ; 
opens to our view a heaven and a hell, and discovers the path to 
each. Were those tables of stone which were once traced by the 
finger of the Almighty still to be viewed, what multitudes would 
press around them ; and with what holy awe would they scruti- 
nize evéry line! With what transcendent reverence ought that vo- 
lume to be regarded, which is written by the same God, and filled, 
not with commands only, but with immortal hopes, and tidings of 
great joy ! Of sucha volume who can be ignorant ? What child of 
poverty so destitute, as to want this lamp to his feet, this light to his 
path ? Alas! the vice and misery which every where abound, might 
convince us, that all have not access to the lessons of divine wis- 
dom—to the promiees and threats of divine mercy and justice Yes, 
Sir, thousands and tens of thousands in this country, and millions in 
others, are without the Bible. 

Knowing, as we do, that the Scriptures are profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness ; 
what changes might we not expect in the moral condition of the 
world, were they put into the hands of all who are capable of 
reading them ? Can we doubt that the divine blessing would gen- 
erally accompany them ; and that joy and peace in this world, and 
eternal felicity in the world to come, would, in innumerable instan- 
ces, be the results of their universal diffusion ? This then, is the ob- 
ject of the American Bible Society, and this the hope which cheers in 
its prosecution. Yes, Sir, we are associated for the hallowed pur- 
pose of revealing a Saviour to those who know of none ; of point- 
ing out the road to heaven to those who are taking that which leads 
to destruction ; of offering consolation to those who are sorrowing 
without hope ; of announcing pardon to those who are overwhelm- 
ed with remorse ; of dispelling the darkness of the tomb, and 
opening, beyond it, the view of another and a better world. 

The benevolence of this Society is no less diffusive than it is 
divine. inthe distribution of her bounty, she knows neither sect 
nor country ; nor acknowledges any other limits than those which 
the Christians of America shall assign to her exertions. The 
sphere of her usefulness must be proportionate to the patronage she 
receives. That patronage has hitherto been ample, and has re- 
flected new lustre on our national character. ‘The efforts already 
made by this Institution have roused the attention of Europe and 
America ; and have been received, both as a proof of its efficiency, 


and as a pledge of the intentions of the community to foster and 
protect it. 
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Twelve months since, and this Society rose into being, hailed 
by the prayers and the hopes of the American Church. Those 
prayers have been heard—those hopes fulfilled. From this Insti- 
tution are now flowing, in a rapid and increassing current, those 
waters of life, which will refresh and fertilize our parched land; 
and cause the wilderness to blossom Light breaks upon our wes- 
tern territories—In those remote regions, the savage, amidst the 
gloom of primeval forests, lately tortured his captive. The scene 
is changed—the forest has fallen—the savage has disappeared ; 
and the earth is inhabited by civilized man. But alas! Religion 
has followed civilization with unequal steps. Occupied by in- 
cessant labour, dispersed by situation, and destitute of the Bible, 
a cloud of ignorance is in many places gathering over the settlers, 
which threaténs to intercept the rays of the Sun of Rigiteousness, 
To these our Brethren, bound to us by the ties of a common coun- 
try, common interest, and common blood, this Society will eager- 
ly extend her hand, and will shortly furnish them with that best 
gift, which will crown and sanctify the many blessings they already 
enjoy. Nor will the endeavours of this Society be viewed with 
thankless indifference. Christians, in every part of our country, 
will show their sense of the benefits she is conferring, by establish- 
ing tributary associations. The example has been set, and is 
spreading with rapidity. A new confederacy is forming between 
the states of the American Union. The political ties which have 
hitherto united them, are now to be strengthened and consecrated 
by their combined exertions in the service of their Almighty Pro- 
tector. Thirteen States, together with the Territory of Michigan 
and the District of Columbia, have entered this Holy Alliance, and 
have organized their Auxiliary Societies. 

Soon shall the Christians of America, from the Missouri to the 
Atlantic ; from Orleans to Niagara, form one vast communion, hold- 
ing the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace; and, with con- 
centrated energy, proclaim the everlasting gospel to all nations, 
and kindreds, and tongues. I look around me in vain, for an ob- 
ject more sublime in contemplation, more reviving to the hopes of 
a Christian, and more deserving of his gratitude and love, than the 
American Bible Society ; occupied in promoting the eternal wel- 
fare of immortal souls—unmoved by the violence of nations—un- 
influenced by the allurements of ambition, or the suggestions of 
interest—serene in the midst of political animosity and religious 
controversy, 


‘* As some tall cliff that lifts its awful form, 
Swells from the vale, and midway leaves the storm ; 
Though round its breast the rolling clouds are spread, 
Eternal sunshine settles on its head.’ 


{Mr. Thomas Eddy, of New York, a Member of the Society of Friends, 
seconded the resolution or Mr. Jay, and addressed the Chair in these words :] 

‘* This very respectable body of Christians, by showing a dis- 
‘* position of love and a spirit of condescension towards their 
‘* brethren of other religious denominations, have greatly contri- 
‘* buted in promoting the views of the American Bible Society, 
** and are highly deserving our esteem and regard.” 





GTS, - ew 


a, Ja oe 





218 Want of Bibles in the Southern and Western Staies. 


We are indebted to an obliging correspondent at Newark, N. J. 
for the communication of the following extract of a letter from a 
Rey. Missionary of the Cross, dated 


*¢ Dear Friend, “ Pirrsaurc, June 8, 1817. 


‘« The Bibles from the Newark Bible Society have been receiy- 
ed, and those sent on in June last have been disposed of along the 
Ohio, between Steubenville and Marietta. A few have been sent 
into the country back from the river. They have excited much 
interest and inquiry among the people. I have received letters 
from persons living ten or ‘fifteen miles from the route I have ta- 
ken, expressing an anxious desire to get the Bible. In some 
places in the interior of Virginia, half of the families are without 
the sacred volume. Invariably I have found those destitute of the 
Scriptures, desirous to obtain them. The Bibles and Tracts which 
we have had at our disposal have attached, in the minds of the 
people. great weight to our mission. Our influence has thereby 
been extended, and our sphere of usefulness greatly enlarged. 
Perhaps we have done as much or more good by the circulation 
of these, than by our other labours. Every Missionary ought -to 
have a competent supply of both ; they will ingratiate him much 
into the affections and good will of the people. Though I can 
recite but few instances of special benefit that have come under 
my observation, resulting from the Bibles which I have distributed, 
yet I trust the good seed of the word has been sown in some hearts, 
and so watered by the influences of the Spirit, that it will spring 
up months and years hence, and bear fruit to the praise and glory 
of God. Some women seriously disposed, who have careless hus- 
bands, have been supplied with the Bible, and esteem it a precious 
treasure: others I have found, who have been trying to get it for 
some time past, but had not succeeded. They were glad to em- 
brace the frst opportunity. An old gentleman and his wife who 
had been destitute for years, were favoured with this invaluable 
blessing. Not long after, their house was burnt down, and the 
Bible with it. The neighbours sympathized with them in the 
loss of their house. The old man replied, I don’t care so much 
about the house as the Bivle I have lost—I fear I shall never get 
another, Another that had been very careless about religion, and 
scarcely ever attended meeting on the Sabbath, and who never 
paid a cent for the ministry of the Gospel, was anxious to get a 
Bible. I sent him one. He has since become quite serious, is 
steady at meeting, and when a subscription was out with a view 
to raise a salary for the support of a minister, he (hearing of it) 
came a number of miles unasked, to give something to support the 
preaching of the Gospel. 

** My mission is now closed, and I am about to leave these parts 
for the eastward. 

‘* T expect the pleasure of seeing my friends in Newark in 
about a month hence.” 











Marine Bible Society of Philadelphia. 219 


FROM THE RELIGIOUS REMEMBRANCER. 
WORTHY OF IMITATION. 

We understand, that Capt. W. B. Osmon, of the ship Pacific, of 
Philadelphia, on his last voyage to Canton, having become a member 
of the Marine Bible Society, carried out with him several copies 
of the word of Truth, and distributed them most advantageously. 
With a very commendable zeal for the interests of this highly im- 
portant association, Capt. Osmon instituted a subscription in behalf 
of the Marine Bible Society among the Americans in China. Here 
he raised the sum of one hundred dollars, which he judiciously in- 
vested in China goods. He also obtained additional subscriptions 
to the amount of 70 dollars, payable in Philadelphia, and which 
he has since collected. On Friday last he delivered to the Presi- 
dent of the Marine Bible Society, a box of Canton silks, and the 
original book of subscriptions, with the balance collected, and the 
following letter :— 

SIR,—On my departure for Canton last year, you did me the fa- 
vour of placing in my hands a number of copies of the Holy Bible, 
for the purpose of distribution—I have now the satisfaction to in- 
form you, that in every instance they have been received with 
emotions of joy and gratitude. 

Highly appreciating the objects of your institution while at Can- 
ton, I originated among our countrymen there a subscription in 
aid of your funds, and feel much pleasure in communicating to you 
the result. One hundred dollars were paid to me in Canton, and 
70 dollars subscribed payable in Philadelphia. Believing that the 
interest of the Society would be promoted by the measure, I in- 
vested the hundred dollars in Canton goods ; which, together with 
the original book of subscription, and thirty dollars since collect- 
ed, [ now commit to your care, with my warmest wishes for the 
prosperity and usefulness of your association. If this humble ef- 
fort to subserve the cause of religion and truth should meet your 
approbation, I shall be amply rewarded. 

Philadelphia, June 14, 1817. WILLIAM B. OSMON. 


—2+ ee 


MISSIONS OF THE UNITED BRETHREN. 
To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 


Dear Sir, 

Among various interesting communications which I have receiv- 
ed, in consequence of the appeal that has been made to Christian 
liberality in support of the missions of the United Brethren, | beg 
leave tosubmit to you, whether the enclosed, on account of the ex- 
cellent pious spirit which it breathes, and the good advice which 
it contains, both to rich and poor, as respects the carrying on of the 
Lord’s work in the world, does not recommend itself for insertion 
in the Christian Herald. J am, dear Sir, 

Yours very respectfully, 


BENJAMIN MORTIMER. 
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To the Rev. Benjamin Mortimer. 
My pear Sir, 

I have read with much interest the appeal of your Society in 
behalf of its extended and highly useful missionary efforts. I ve- 
nerate the apostolical zeal of that Society, and regret thai its la- 
bours, in such a cause, should be cramped for want of pecuniary 
support. How long will it be before the Christian world will 
awake to the duty and the honour of supporting this glorious work 
of evangelizing the heathen, and sending the knowledge of our 
Lorp anv Saviour Jesus Curist to the ends of the earth! How 
long before those whom God has blessed with abundance of His 
gold and silver, shall yield to the obligation, and enjoy the plea- 
sure, of honouring him, in return, by a liberal appropriation of 
their riches, to aid the heavenly work of saving souls from death ! 

if every individual would cast but his mite into the treasury of 
the Lord, the wilderness would soon blossom as the rose, and the 
ends of the world shout for the salvation of our God. 

1 regret that means commensurate with my desires are not mine 
to bestow on this good work. Hut, alas! mine is like the widow's 
mite, and like hers, | humbly hope it: will be accepted. 

Be pleased, dear Sir, to receive the accompanying trifle, as the 
free-will offering of a small family, in straitened circumstances ; 
some of whom can only lisp the praises of Him for whose service 
and glory their little hands have been taught to consecrate their 
weekly tribute, and on the Lord’s day to cast their mite into His 
own treasury. I wish this practice were generally adopted in 
Christian families ; much might be done by the poorest without 
their feeling it to be a burthen. And if those who are in prosper- 
ous circumstances would contribute according as God has blessed 
them, we should soon behold these little rivulets of missionary 
zeal, which are now scarcely perceptible on the mighty waste, 
rising and swelling into large rivers of beneficence, overflowing 
on every side, and wafting the blessings of life and immortality to 
the perishing heathen, and literally making glad the City of our 
God. 

That this day, which shall come, may come quickly, is the prayex 
of A CHRISTIAN PARENT. 

June 21. 


—<S4t+o 
JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 
FILIAL AFFECTION PROVIDENTIALLY REWARDED, 


A gentleman being at Marseilles, hired a boat, with an intention 
of sailing for pleasure ; he entered into conversation with the two 
young men who owned the vessel, and learned that they were 
not watermen by trade, but silversmiths ; and that when they 
could be spared from their usual business, they employed 
themselves in that way to increase their earnings. On expressing 
his surprise at their conduct, and imputing it to an avaricious 








i 


Generosity of the clebrated Montesquieu. 221 


disposition: ‘‘ Oh, Sir,” said the young men, ‘‘if you knew 
our reasons, you would ascribe it to a better motive. Our 
father, anxious to assist his family, scraped together all he was 
worth, and purchased a vessel for the purpose of trading to the coast of 
Barbary ; but was unfortunately taken by a pirate, carried to 
Tripoli, and sold fora slave. He writes word that he has luckily 
fallen into the hands of a master who treats him with great hu- 
manity ; but that the sum demanded for his ransom is so exorbi- 
tant, that it will be impossible for him ever to raise it: he adds 
that we must therefore relinquish all hopes of ever seeing him, 
and be contented ; that he has as many comforts as his situation 
will admit. With hopes of restoring to his family a beloved fa- 
ther, we are striving, by every honest means in our power, to col- 
lect the sum necessary for his ransom ; and we are not ashamed 
to employ ourselves in this occupation of watermen.” 

The gentlman was struck with this account, and on his depar- 
ture made them a handsome present. Some months afterwards, 
the young men being at work in their shop, were greatly surprised 
at seeing their father enter, who threw himself into their arms, ex- 
claiming, at the same time, that he was fearful they had taken 
some unjust method to raise the money for his ransom, for it was 
too great a sum for them to have gained by their ordinary occu- 
pation. They professed their ignorance of the whole affair, and 
could only attribute their father’s release to that stranger, to 
whose generosity they had been before so much obliged. 

The authenticity of this anecdote is thus ascertained :— Upor 
the decease of the celeberated author Montesquieu, a minute ac- 
count of the above transaction, which was then found among his 
papers, proves him to have been the “ stranger” to whom the 
young men justly attributed their father’s release from captivity. 
A circumstance that reflects greater honour upon him than even 
his transcendant talents and literary fame could confer. Y.M. 

So 


From the Panoplist. 
AN ACCOUNT OF AN INTERESTING AND PIOUS CHILD. 
[Extracted from a letter written soon after her death. ] 

‘* As to the departed spirit of our dear little Ann, | cannot doubt 
but it has reached the general assembly and church of the first 
born in Heaven; and I believe that Jesus will raise her body at 
the last day, more pure, more lovely, and free from every sin. 
She was so pleasant and amiable in her natural disposition, that 
ber short stay with us was made happy in having all her wishes 
attended to. My partiality saw no faults, We scarce ever were 
alone, but she would, of her own accord, begin to converse on se- 
rious subjects. Heaven seemed to have the first place in her 
thoughts ; and she often said, when enjoying perfect bealth, she 
should rather die and go to God, than live to grow up; for this 
was a sinful world. One time last winter I came into the cham- 
ber where I now am, and found her in tears. J asked what made 
ber cry ; she said she was afraid she did not love God best of all. 
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I asked, what made her now think she did notlove him? She said 
her heart was wicked, and she was afraid she did not know how 
to love him as she ought to do. J could not help comforting the 
sweet child ; and told her if. she only loved him as well as 
she could, he would love her, and when she grew older, she ‘would 
love him better ; But if she did not live to grow up, he would take 
her to his own bosom. She seemed quite animated with the thought 
of going to heaven, and said ; aunt Sarah, do you think J. shall 
know my Saviour? I told her yes, for he would take her ‘into his 
arms. She then said, if I get to heaven before any of our family, 
they will not all be strangers to me there, for t shall know my 
dear grandpapa, and aunt Lydia, and aunt D. After this she of- 
ten spoke confidently of going to that happy place ; and'T noticed, 
whenever she said any thing of Jesus, she would say, my Saviour. 
Still she often lamented she could not be so good as she wished. 
I think I told you, that twice during the winter, she, of her own 
mind, wrote down some resolutions “and brought them to me to 
keep for her; but she came one day with tears in her eyés, and 
said her wicked heart would not let het keep them. She always 
went to meeting with me, and I have often been astonished at her 
conversation as we walked along. She frequently said, she hoped 
to hear every word, for it might be her last Sabbath ; and often 
remarked, she did not know she should ever see the light of an- 
other day. Besides her morning and evening form of prayer, this 
endearing child has, for more than a year, been in the habit of re- 
tiring by herself for secret devotion. If ever I went into the cham- 
ber and found her on her bended knees, she never was the least 
disturbed ; neither looked up to see who it was. A day or two be- 
fore I left her, she asked me if | should like to hear her. I don’t 
knew how it was, but much as J longed to hear her, I left it entire- 
ly!with her; and by so doing deprive@ myself of the last oppor- 
tunity of hearing her pious supplications to her heavenly Parent. 
1 did not leave the room, however ; and the length of time she was 
engaged surprised me. 1 thought it must have been 15 minutes. 
When done, I asked what she prayed for. Never shall I forget 
the solemnity of her voice, and countenance, when she looked 
upon me and said, that I might be made perfect in holiness. ‘This 
affected me so much, I could say no more. Dear child, little did 
{ think this prayer was so soon to be answered.” This interesting 
child had reached but her 7th year. 


+o 


DRUNKENNESS.—The following concise satire on this most 
detestable and common vice is extracted from the European Ma- 
gazine, for November, 1816. 

Drunkenness expels reason, drowns the memory, distempers the 
body, diminishes strength, inflames the blood, causes internal, ex- 
ternal, and incurable wounds ; is a clog to the senses, a devil to the 
soul, a thief to the purse, the beggar’s companion, a wife’s wo, 
children’s sorrow, the picture of a be: ist, and self murderer, whe 
drinks to others good health, and robs himself of his own. 
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Anecdotes.— Poetry. , & 


Prejudice against allowing Servants to read the Bible. 


A gentleman who had subscribed a guinea a year to one of the 
Southwark Societies, and whose servants had also become mem: 
bers of it, intimated to Mr. D. that he could no longer give his 
support to such Societies. On being asked the reason, he replied, 
that they had ruined bis servants :—he had one of the best women 
servants in the world; but ona late‘occasion, when he wished to 
be denied to a person who called, and bid her say he was not at 
home, she told him she could not say so. Why so, saidhe? “Ihave 
read my Bible,”’ she replied, ‘* and cannot tell a lie.” Mr. D. 
however on conversing with his friend, who was a man of sense, 
soon convinced him that he waS Wrong in supposing that the Bible 
had ruined his servant It was far more probable, said he, that 
she who was taught to tell lies for him, would soon learn to tell lies 
to him. This friend, instead of withdrawing his subscription, 
immediately doubled it.” 

—_——~S 
Profanity seasonably reproved. 

It is said that the late Rev. John Brown of Haddington, when 
passing the Firth of Forth, between Leith and Kinghorn, had for a 
fellow passenger one who appeared to be a Highland Nobleman. 
Mr. B. observed with much grief that he frequently took the name 
of God in vain ; butsuspecting that to reprove him in the presence 
of the other passengers might tend only to irritate bim, he 
forbore saying any thing till he reached the opposite shore. After 
landing, Mr. B. observed the Nobleman walking alone ; when he 
stepped up to him, and said, ‘* Sir, I was sotry to hear you 
swearing while on our passage.” You know it is written, ‘* Thou 
shalt not,take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.” On this the 
Nobleman lifting his hat and bowing to Mr. B. made the following 
reply : ‘Sir, I return you thanks for the reproof you have now 
given me, and shall endeavour to attend to itin future : but,” added 
he, ‘‘ had you said this to me while in the boat, I believe I should 
have run you through with my sword.” 

24+ 
Lines written on a blank leaf of “ Rippon’s Hymns,” presented in 
1806 to a thoughtless Friend, since become pious. 


Shall songs of earth the soul beguile, 
Which strike the ear and die ; 

Whose highest triumph is a smile; 
Or luxury, a sigh ? 

Whose subject is some passing tale, 
Or shadowy mortal’s praise ; 

And shall the songs of Zion fail, 
Salvation’s sweeter lays ? 

Songs that will grow with growing Time, 
And with the soul expand, 

And on the harp in heaven’s high clime 

Employ an Angel’s hand. 





Poetry. 


Oh! that the Lord of power and light 
Would clear the mind’s dim eye ; 
So should these hymns be our delight, 

Our Home beyond the sky. 


—D oe — 
From the American Baptist Magazine. 


THE MISSIONARY. 


Benotp the Missionary of the Lord! 

The undaunted champion of Jehovah’s word ! 

The love of Christ his hope, and sweet resource : 

With deathless ardour he pursues his course. 

O, see him, where relentless winter reigns, 

Where wretched Greenland dwells in icy chains ; 

See him—where Burmah’s towering temples rise, 

And lose their lofty summits in the skies. . 
In jewell’d Ceylon,—rich in pearls and gold, : 


The miracles of bleeding love are told; ~ ; 
In fair Amboyna’s sweet and blooming isle : j 
He bids the everlasting gospel smile. 


—A star of grace,—his rays dispel the night, 
And pour celestial glories on the sight. 

He makes the wilderness and deserts shine 

With beams of peace and righteousness divine. 
With living rills he feeds the parched ground, 
And scatters mercy’s healing balm around. 

See the red banner of the Cross unfurl’d, 
The joy and glory of a dying world. 

From torrid suns e’en to the frozen poles 

The mighty ocean of redemption rolls. 

Truth smiling lifts her bright unsullied wings, 
And o’er the globe her matchless radiance flings ; 
The Eastern hemisphere with grace she gilds, 
And pours salvation from a thousand rills. 

O’er Asia’s climes the flame of love she spreads ; 
On bleeding Africa her balm she sheds. 

——O Missionary, friend of God, I see 

A pledge of truth’s immortal reign in thee. 

The period will arrive, when thou shalt stand 
The advocate of Christ in every land. B 
The heathen world shall bow, the wretched live, — t 
The soften’d savage healing grace receive ; 

Fell superstition quit her iron car, 

And mercy ail her golden gates unbar. 

Truth’s conquering rays shall falsehood’s shades dispel, 

And break idolatry’s malignant spell ; 

And Pagan temples, now defil’d with blood. 

Shall be devoted to the living God. 





om 





